Resources for Churches...
Respondlng to

the Coronavirus
Loving Gardener

A reflective prayer, offered by Carolyn Urwin, minister of
Latchford Baptist Church, Warrington

Loving Gardener,

tender of the vine of my life,

I thank you for your care and nurture.

In this new season,

this unexpected change of climate,

thank you for keeping me fed and watered.

Thank you for all the evidence | can see around me

of your presence and attention.

I thank you too for your pruning.

It has been hard and painful

to have had so many parts of my life removed.

I miss them. | grieve for them.

| feel more vulnerable without them;

limited; less substantial; less me.

And yet | can see there is now space for new growth.

I can understand that the strength these branches drew from me
can now be used for new things.

I can notice the fruit you are forming

and devote my energy into helping it flourish,

new parts of me not there before,

which can be ultimately used to feed and nourish others
and generate new life elsewhere.

And so | praise you for your faithful, unending love,

| pray for your continued protection and provision

and | ask that | may so live in the love of Christ and his love live in me
that the fruit of this season might last forever.
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