
 

Sharing Our Story... 

Tanterton Baptist 
Church, Preston 
 
Tanterton is an area of Preston, North Lancashire, where Hazlett  
Bloomfield has been the minister for three years. In the past 12 months, the church has seen a number of  
people responding to the Gospel message, with folk from all sorts of walks of life beginning a journey of faith.  
Hazlett shares the story of one couple...    
 

““Prayer makes a helluva difference” was the confident declaration recently of one of the new converts in Tanterton 
Christian Fellowship (TCF). Our refreshing challenge is that when someone from a Satanist or other un-churched  
background comes to faith in Jesus: They say it as they see it. 
 
Under the guidance of NWBA’s Phil Jump, TCF concluded a number of difficult pastoral issues. Shortly after on the    
Sunday morning before Christmas 2011, Vicky, a new attendee came forward at the end of the service to ask Jesus to 
come into her heart. Her conversion signified the start of a steady trickle of people coming to faith, and of prodigals being 

restored.  When we arrived in TCF there were no children. A primary-school-
age ministry was quickly developed with 100+ kids on the register. Vicky’s 7-
year-old son Niall was one of the first of this group to ask Jesus to be his   
Saviour. When Vicky decided that she wanted to renew her wedding vows in 
front of God, she had full support from James, her pagan worshipping         
husband! At the wedding blessing where James’ family included some senior 
pagan worshippers, but the gospel was presented clearly. This time it wasn’t 
James but Vicky’s hairdresser who responded to the appeal. A few Sundays 
later another of Vicky’s visiting friends responded to another call. Then in early 
October, James too, responded in faith and received the gift of salvation. We 
have been blessed to see in the last 12 calendar months, 49 people who have 
responded to the Gospel Message. The youngest was 5-years old, and the 
oldest 92-year-old Annie.  

David Kerrigan General Director BMS World Missions opines, “the highest goal of all we do is to bring people to a saving 
faith in Jesus Christ, and an experience of the abundant life that Jesus described”. This is our goal. Tanterton is an inner 
city estate of 8000 people with TCF its only church. Our challenge was to take God’s Word, believe it, and act on it.  

So for example, if 2 Peter 3:9 is correct and that it genuinely is God’s will that none should perish but that all should    
inherit eternal life, then it is a simple step of logic as well as of faith to believe that God wants to use TCF to lead people 
around us into relationship with Christ. TCF leadership enthusiastically bought into this idea, but in our small church with 
a high percentage of people having significant needs, we needed to empower and equip almost everybody. When the 
2013 verse of the year, Psalm 2:8 was printed on literature with an artist’s impression of local bus service, “Tanterton 35”. 
TCF members readily embraced their responsibility to pray people onto the Tanterton spiritual bus, and to bring people to 
various outreach events. 

Each week TCF’s 3 elders and myself meet for an hour to pray and plan for mission and people. We try to be as profes-
sional as possible, but are always fully dependant on the work of the Holy Spirit. Everyone in TCF’s home groups has 
been trained to lead others to Christ. People pray tearfully, with a holy boldness and an ongoing sense of expectation. 
Through encouragements and disappointments we’ve taken motivation from the familiar Proverbs 29:18, ’and Eugene 
Peterson’s Message paraphrase of this, “If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; 
but when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed”. In essence that’s what we have been doing –   
paying attention to what God is doing, and then joining in as the Holy Spirit works. And the lady was right, “prayer does 
make a helluva difference” 

For your thoughts and prayers: 

- Do you have a heart for the estates within the NWBA area. Would you be interested in finding out more about           
pioneering urban ministry? 
 
-  How could you and your church lead people to ‘experience the abundant life that Jesus described’ ? What practical 
steps could you take? 
 

 


